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maintained perfect order, and had effected economies
in the national expenditure to the amount of
140,5003000 lire a year, besides suppressing some
annoying taxes and without imposing any new one,
and when he fell gold was practically at par and the
financial position solid as it had not been since 1860.
He had decided on the reform of the banking sys-
tem, which would have prevented the catastrophe
that fell on the succeeding ministry, and the rot-
ten banks and the corrupt element in the Chamber
which was in their pay were the leading element in
the combination against him. Under these circum-
stances the King's duty was to support a minister
who had at the grave crisis of the death of Victor
Emmanuel saved the dynasty from a serious danger,
who was universally known to be the only Italian
statesman whose nerve was equal to any sudden
emergency, and of whose devotion, as the King per-
sonally assured me later, he was absolutely certain.
That no reason for the crisis existed was shown by
the fact that the succeeding ministry adopted the
identical measure on which Crispi was defeated.
But the King (whose death has occurred while I am
revising these chapters) showed on many occasions
that, though loyal to his constitutional obligation so
far as deference to parliamentary forms is concerned,
he never had the nerve to assume a responsible at-
titude or maintain the authority of the throne; and,
while he was ready to abdicate if popular opinion
demanded it, he was unable to withstand a factious
and revolutionary movement as his father had done,